HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

as also the blood and humors derived from them. Dispropor-
tion of the elements produces degeneration of the humors and
this degeneration again causes the different diseases" (see
Timaeus, c. 63). Thus about the elementary theories of
Physiology, the Hindus and Greeks are in one accord.

SECTION III.

The Burning of the dead : a custom observed both by the Greeks and the
Indians.

Like the Hindus, the Slavonians now-a-days burn their
dead ; whilst the ancient Greeks seem to have had both cus-
toms, that of burning and that of burying. To the former
method, Galen makes a distinct reference in his Commentary
on the apothegms of Hippocrates, where he says "it is general-
ly known that Asklepios was raised to the angels in a column
of fire, the like of which is also related of Dionysios,
Herakles and others who laboured for the benefit of mankind.
People say that God did thus with them in order to destroy
the mortal and earthly part of them by fire and afterwards to
attract to himself the immortal part of them and to raise their
souls to heaven." In these words, there is an allusion to the
Greek custom of burning, but it seems to have been observed
only in the case of great men among them. The Hindus
expressed themselves in a similar way. There is an ethereal
substance in man by which he is, what he is. This substance
becomes free, when the mixed elements of the body are
dissolved and scattered by combustion.

Nikolaos Damaskenos states that at Antioch near Daphnd,
he met with the ambassadors of the Indians, who were sent to
Augustus Caesar, The letter was written in Greek upon a
skin, the import of which was that Poros was the writer ; that
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